FROM THIRTY YEARS WITH FREUD
tragedy of Jewish destiny, he replied with a smile,
c< The ways of the Lord are dark, but seldom
pleasant."
While on this subject, I should like to record
Freud's reply when a London weekly requested him
to express his opinion, to be published in a sym-
posium, on the Nazi persecution of the Jews. Freud
refused, citing a French proverb:
Le bruit estpour lefat,
La plainte estpour le sot;
L'honnSte homme trompi
S'en va et ne dit mot.
He did not show much surprise at the outbreak
of hatred for the Jews. When he learned that in
Berlin his books, together with those of Heine,
Schnitzler, Wassermann, and so many others, had
been solemnly consigned to perdition and burned,
he said calmly, "At least I burn in the best of
company.59
A journalist reported in the New York Times
Freud's comment on his own fate at this time.
* " e They told me/ he said, * that psycho-analysis is
alien to their Weltanschauung, and I suppose it is/
He said this with no emotion and little interest, as
though he were talking about the affairs of some
complete stranger."
It is well known that he was not indifferent to the
fate of his own people. He hailed the reconstruction
going on in Palestine and wrote to the Jewish
organization, Keren Hajazoth, on June soth, 1925,
" It is a sign of our invincible will to live which for
two thousand years has survived the worst persecu-
tions. Our youth will carry on the fight,"
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